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Appearance of smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu)

and its ecology in Tenryu River, Shizuoka Prefecture

Kunihiro Suzuki, Naomasa Kawashima, Hayato Osada and Ryosuke Furugoori

Abstract In late April and late May 2019, 25 smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu) were caught in the
middle section of Tenryu River, Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan, using an electric shocker and a net. The dis-
section of 18 individuals (200-305 mm total length), excluding the seven fry caught in late May, revealed
10 males and 8 females. The female gonadosomatic index decreased from late April to late May, with a
maximum of 12.4. Nesting parents and hatched larvae were confirmed locally in mid- May; therefore, the
spawning season was estimated to occur from early May to mid-May. An analysis of the stomach contents
showed aquatic insect larvae from the order Plecoptera were important prey organisms, but predation of re-

leased Ayu was also confirmed.

Key words: smallmouth bass, Micropterus dolomieu, Tenryu river, released Ayu, feeding damage, feeding

habits, reproduction, extermination
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