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Suspended fattening technique of asari clam Ruditapes philippinrarum

in Lake Hamana

Yohei Uehara

Abstract To examine suitable areas and rearing periods for fattening of asari clam Ruditapes
philippinrarum in suspended culture, I conducted an experimental suspended culture of the clams in the
southern and inner parts of Lake Hamana. Condition factors of the clams cultured in the inner part of the
lake were larger than those of wild clams, whereas there were almost no differences in the condition fac-
tors between clams cultured in the part and wild clams. These results suggested that suspended culture in
the inner part of the lake was suitable for fattening of asari clams. The condition factors of the cultured
clams were also larger than wild clams in autumn and winter-spring. However, high mortality of the clams
cultured in autumn limited rearing period suitable for suspended culture to winter-spring. The relatively
high amount of chlorophyll a at Hiramatsu located in the inner part was likely increase the condition fac-
tors of the cultured clams.

I carried out the experimental culture of the clams using two prototype cages, net cages without substrate
and with pumice, to examine the reduction for labor of work in the culture. Although there was no signifi-
cant difference in the condition factors of the clams cultured between using these cages and current rearing
container, the cage with pumice prevented settling of fouling organisms on the clams, will be suitable for

the suspended culture of asari clam culture in the inner part of the Lake Hamana.
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