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Ecological characteristics of the Japanese sardine, Sardinops melanostictus,
around the Izu Islands on the basis of stick-held dip net fishery

Masatoshi Hasegawa

Abstract I studied the ecological characteristics of spawning clusters of the Japanese sardine, Sardinops melanostictus, around
the Izu Islands on the basis of stick-held dip net catches and fish measurements. The main fishing season for sardines
around the Izu Islands is between March and June. During this period, fishing was conducted from the peak of spawning to
after the spawning season. The fishing ground was limited to the northern part of the Izu Islands in the Kuroshio Current A
type, while it was mainly in the southern part of the Izu Islands in the Kuroshio Current C type. Therefore, it was thought
that the distribution (fishing ground) was related to the type of Kuroshio Current path. In addition, spawning clusters

consisted of mainly big-sized sardines, and the sex ratio was biased towards females.

Key words: Japanese sardine, spawning cluster, Izu islands sea area, Kuroshio Current path





