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Short paper

Feeding habits of Japanese fluvial charr, Salvelinus leucomaenis,

alevins in the headwaters of the O1 river in the summer, 2005

Noriaki kawai, Eisuke Nakamura, Hisao Uematsu and Kouta Miyamoto

We examined feeding habits of fluvial charr, Salvelinus leucomaenis, alevins in the headwaters of the Oi

river. Alevins were observed in the gentle creek and basin formed thereby which diverged from the main

stream in consecutive summers. The average weights of alevins increased with 0.82g of September from 0.19g

of July. But median of Stomach content index(=stomach content weight per body weight) decreased to 1% of

September from 7% of July.

Diet composition analyses indicate that the primary prey item was midge (Chironomidae) larvae and pupa,

followed by stonefly(Plecoptera) larvae.

These findings suggest that the food available for alevins was sufficient in the summer but onset of food deple-

tion occurred in the fall in that nursery area.
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